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intelligent force acting apart from any material organism, 
So diametrically opposed to his previous experiences are 
these phenomena to the investigator, that he not un- 
naturally demands the exclusion of every posrible means 
by which human agency could be brought to bear in 
their production, and with sufficient mediumistic power 
we see no reason why these demands should not be com- 
plied with. 

It is well known to those who have studied the sub- 
ject, that mediumship is a quality belonging to the 
individual, and not dependent in itself on the moral 
character of its owner. Exercise of the faculty de- 
velopes its power, and circumstances give it direction, 
With Jow and undeveloped surroundings, the manifesta- 
tions will be powerful but disorderly, being produced by 
the spontaneous action of undeveloped and misdirected 
minds in the lower plunes of spirit life. With higher 
surroundings that offer promise for the development of 
instructive phenomena, guiding spirits come forward 
and direct the operations on the spiritual side, utilising 
the conditions as far as practicable for the presentation 
of that class of manifestation which to them seems most 
appropriate. If the investigations are not pursued 
scientifically, or at least with some religious ardour and 
unselfish motive, the morale of the circle decreases, the 
séances degenerate into a show, and the guiding intel- 
ligences withdraw, leaving the media to the control of 
the often well-meaning but unwise workmen, and the 
way open to the intrusion of mischievous and unprin- 
cipled spirits, who are ever ready to ayail themselves of 
an opportunity to connect themselves with material life. 
Modiums of this class are rarely strong-minded indi- 
viduals ; it is inconsistent with the passive state which 
is essential for their control that they should be so- 
They are plastic, and are readily elevated or depressed 
by the mental influence brought to bear upon their sen- 


Tue new Spiritualistic journal, Light, calls attention in 
one of its latest issues to the lull in phenomenal Spiritu- 
alism, or diminution in the occurrence of sensational 
phenomena, asking the why and wherefore of it, but 
giving no explanation of its probable cause. Incident- 
ally, however, it suggests to investigators in this field of 
enquiry a more scientific method than that generally 
pursued, and in the lack of this in the past we see the 
key to the decadence of the class of phenomena referred 
to. The actual work pertaining to material manifesta- 
tions of spiritual power is performed by spirits not far 
removed from the earth plane, who being in closer rap- 
port with the elements surrounding its surface, and 
having more material bodies, can operate to greater 
advantage in the production of phenomena cognisable to 
the physical senses of humanity. But we are convinced 
by our experience and converse with intelligent spirits, 
that all organised movements in this direction originate 
in the higher spheres of intelligence, where scientific 
knowledge abounds, the spirits occupying the more 
material plane being used as the workmen or instru- 
ments to carry out the plans of the more advanced 
intellects, Such being the case it is essential that those 
who co-operate with them on this side should offer such 
conditions as would give the directing minds a reason- 
able ground to expect some substantial result in the 
development of a knowledge of those hidden forces 
Which are “back” of all phenomena, but more par- 
ticularly manifest in those transcendental ones exhibited 
in the physical manifestations pertaining to modern 
Spiritualism. The universal testimony of the spirit 
World points to one great object—the advancement of 
humanity. To enable those on the other side to more 
effectually promote this, it is essential for man to be 
made cognisant, first, of their existence, and secondly, 
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It is a most curious fact that, while such should be the 
case with a class of persons whom it might have been 
supposed would glad! 7 hail the more complete openin, 
up of the future, and thus another confirmation of ime 
mortality; that, while this class should reject such a 
means of enlightenment and confirmation of their dearest 
hopes and most express teachings, the men who seemed 
to be sunk in materialism, and, in some instances, iven 
over to a worldly life, refusing to receive one jot ol evi- 
dence of a life to come from the teachings of tho pulpit, 
and theology; that these were the very persons who 
hailed the glad tidings which Spiritualism rought, saw 
by its light a direct road out of their materialism ; an 
while thankfully acknowledging that it gave them some’ 
thing worth living for, accepted its teachings as the 
suitable guide through life to immortality. 

Thus, at the very time when the men of the Church 
thought that the world was about to be converted to a 
religious belief by its theological teachings, another 
system arose diverse, but more suited to attract men 
and do for them what the so-called Christian teaching 
has bse failed to accomplish. I would call your 
attention, however, to one consideration here, viz., that 
after all, the so-called Christian theology has been but 
a temporary means of siding certain pn of minds, 
while others could never be touched by its influence: 
and, consequently, that it should either become modified 
—which is a fact most patent to the student of present 
Church history—or, that some other system of a more 
powerful and universal tendency should arise, does not 
at all surprise the thoughtful student of human 
nature in its relation to the Infinite Ruler of the 
Universe. 

Now, although the period during which Modern Spiri" 
tualism has been before the public is brief, yet the 
aspect which it has presented, the influence which it 
has exerted, the claims which it has put forth, and the 
opposition which it has raised, are of sufficient moment 
to make it desirable to do what its advocates can to 
remove the difficulties which stand in the way of its 
acceptance generally; and, also, to place it in its true 
light, that men may see what ıt really is, and that, in 
place of its being a device of the devil, it is really a diş- 
pensation of love and wisdom from God to man, to 
awaken him out of his indifference to the future, aud 
to lead to the acknowledgment of those claims upon the 
cultivation of his higher nature which God, who is a 


sitive natures; and to this is due the degeneracy of 
many previously reliable mediums, who, by those who 
know the psychological difficulties they have to contend 
with, are rather to be pitied than blamed. 

Scientific and rational Spiritualists, when once they 
have proved a medium as such, should rally round him 
and protect him or her from adverse influences. Were 
half the care bestowed upon them that was given to the 
Pythonesses and Oracles of old, their usefulness would 
be vastly increased, and there would be fewer lapses to 
chronicle. 

The scientific Spiritualist should remember that they 
are delicate instrumenta and require keeping in the best 
possible order for experimental purposes ; the religious 
and emotional Spiritualist, remembering that they are 
the links which connect him with the dear ones gone 
before, should love and cherish them accordingly. 


The obscure country preacher who expounds biblical 
texte to the obfuscation of his hearers and the presumed 
glory of God, is cared for and supported by those he 
ministers to, as a medium between themselves and God, 
though he gives no evidence that he is such; whilst the 
medium who proves in his person his connection with 
the world of spirits (the invisible children of the Grea; 
Father) is often necessitated to sell his gift and risk 
prosecution for doing so. Those who desire to keep 
Spiritualism out of the mire, and make both a science 
and religion of it, must take there things to beart, and 
do something practical to remedy them. 

With due care of the physical and mental condition 
of our mediums, and a truly scientific method of pro- 
cedure in our physical circles, we may rely upon the 
co-operation of able, scientific minds on the other side, 
and a proportionate increase in both the quantity and 
quality of phenomenal Spiritualism. 


FAMILIAR LETTERS ON SPIRITUALISM. 
I. 
“Magnetism is the Aurora of Science; Spiritualism its 
Rising Sun.” 


Resrecten Farenp,—I have long felt a desire to address 
a series of familiar letters to you on the subject uf Spiri- 
tualism generally, and as the great prominent fact of the 
pee period of the world’s history. I am very much 
impressed to believe that, since the Reformation under 
Martin Luther, no greater movement in its a 
to the mental and spintol nature of man arisen 
among the nations of the earth. Reform is a process 
which is continually going on and effecting most im- 
pe results; but, as a prominent feature in the 
ry of our timer, no movement bas excited so much 
attention, led to more discussion, or been the cause of a 
greater advance in the direction of freedom of thought, 
and exacter information on man’s relation to the here. 
ai? ma atat e rmi Modern Spiritualism. 
ut not only has this movement attraci 
tion all over The world ; rie sc i ac 
period of its progress, secured a vast number 
rents ; these including men of genius, learning, and bigk 
standing in society, men who have mad 
to devote much time and careful 
tion of its claims. 


plication 


it has also, during the brief 


Spirit, requires of His creatures. 

I therefore propose in this series of letters to do what 
I can to aid the accomplishment of these ends; and I 
beg ge will give me your candid attention, and dismiss 
all feelings of prejudice from your mind, so that its 
claims may have their due weight in leading you to deal 
with tbe subject fairly and honestly, and with a desire 
to find out the truth, and to act accordingly ; and if in 
i delineation of its characteristics, and my advocation 
of its advantages I should seem to manifest a spirit of 
enthusiasm, I would ask you to believe that this arises 
from the fact that, after a long period spent in ite ex- 
amination, and a deep conviction of its value as a factor 
in the conducting of buman life, both in its relation to 
time and eternity, I have come to the conclusion that it 
is an invaluable blessing from heaven, and a source of 
enlightenment and comfort unparalleled by any other 
system yet current among mankind. I may iA pat- 

oned, then, if in my attempt to help you in tbis 
direction I appear enthusiastic; and would assure you 
that it is a zeal not without knowledge, but tem 
with a clear and well-tested experience of the value of 
this means to raise the soul to God, and to unsullied 
purity and happiness. 

Your well-wisher, 
H. J. B. 
Melbourne, April 1881. 


We are in receipt of a copy (No. 8.) of the Rising 
Sun: a new Spiritunlistic hes A , published at Port- 


land, Oregon; from which we find that Spiri 
has taken root in that city. A Society has 
held every 


formed, and tw i i 
Sunday. o public meetings are 
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Co Correspondents. 


Communications for insertion in this Journal should be 
plainly written, and as concise as possible. 


THE CENSUS. 


70 THE EDITOR OF “THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.” 
—In your last issue I read your Notice to 
iritualists to enter their belief as Spiritualists in the 
igious columns of the Census papers left with them. 
You did right to call their attention to the matter, but 
unless they are sincere and not of their faith, 
uest will not have been complied with: the fear 
of Mrs. Grundy and business reasons will prevent large 
numbers from so openly avowing their belief, preferring 
the ignoble hypocrisy of deceit to bearing a cross for 
truth. But to the true Spiritualist, the oproricuy 
would be eagerly availed of to proclaim in the ligbt of 
day and before all men that glorious truth which bas 
ht consolation to their minds of the reality of a 
life beyond the grave, and of a higher and nobler view 
of divine things. The latter who have become Spiritu- 
alists from conviction, and as the result of long and 
ient investigation, you may depend would take your 
advice; the others would follow their old course and 


roliabilitate themselves in their cast-off clothes rather | jp 


than have the moral courage to write themselves Spiritu- 
alists, Our cause has little to expect from such moral 
cowardice as such conduct displays. Therefore, sir, 
the consue will not show anything like a fair criterion 
of our numbers; bat it will at least show one thing, 
namely, that our spirit-friends are raising up many wit- 
nesees in this new land for “the truth against the 


world.”"—Yours, ete., 
A SPIRITUALIST. 
April 12th, 1881. 


CHRIST—GOD OR MAN? 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ HARBINGER OF LIGHT,” 


81m,—Your editorial in last issue ably presents the 

sition of the Rationalist in relation to thedeity of Jesus, 

however, the ideas and objections formulated by your 
correspondent, “F. B.” are much in vogue among 
orthodox Christian reasoners, perhaps you will permit 
me to meet F. B. on his own ground, viz., the Scriptures, 
and answer him from the standpoint of Unitarianism. 

Although a subscriber to several freethought papers, 

‘our dent is evidently little acquainted with 

nitarian literature, else he would scarcely have brought 
forward with so much confidence bis arguments in favor 
of Christ's deity. 

To support his position that Josus claimed to be God, 
F, B. quotes two texte, and supplements them by the 
consideration of incident which he alleges to be 
related in the Scriptures. Let us deal with these 
seriatim. 

IL “Jand a Father are one.” These words, says F. B., 
“show that Christ himeelf on the same level as 
God." Dothey? Then those other words of Jesus in 
reference to his disciples, viz., “I pray that also 
may be one in us. . . even as we are one.” (John, 
chap. xvii.), must show that the disciples are placed by 
Christ “on the same level as God.” Cannot F. B. see 

the oneness in each caso is a unity of feeling and 
Purpose, and not an identity of persons. 

. “Before Abraham was, Lam.” Your correspondent 
thinks this text clearly shows that “Christ plainly and 
undeniably represented himeelf to be God.” How so P 
Does pre-existence necessarily imply deity? It has 
been held b; many that the Platonic idea o the eternal 
existence of the “ego” influenced to some extent the 
religious thought of Judaism in the time of Christ. 
rick from speculations, I must remind F. B. that 

the text really means that Josus existed before the 
time of am, teem there ie another tzt vel 
equally proved that Jesus was crucified before the wor! 
was made. I allude to the passage in the thirteenth 


chapter of Revelations, whore it is said that Christ 
“the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” 

The Unitarian ee in the two passages 
under notice is that the facts alluded to, viz., existence in 
the one and death in the other, were purely subjective, 
and existed only in the thought of God. s 

III. Your correspondent alleges that the Jews cruci- 
fled Jesus, “ not because he taught a new doctrine,” but 

because he represented himself as being Jehovah— 
God. Unfortunately, however, no evidence is produced 
to show that euch was the case. In the absence of 
such proof I must content myself with remarking that 
Jesus was crucified because he claimed to be the 
“ Christ,” and that at his trial, which was the proper 
occasion for the allegation against him of so great a 
—. as claiming to be God, that charge is not 
once preferred ! 

Until F. B. can prove, and I challenge him to the 
task, that Jesus represented himself as God, it is use- 
less for him to ask, “If Obrist is not what he repro- 
sonta himself to be, how can he be a good and hol 
man?" The question, howevér, would come wi 
greater pertinacity from a Unitarian. And, as such, let 
me ask F. B. how Jesus can be exonerated from the 
charge of being a deceiver if he was Almighty God, 
when he told his disciples, “ My Father is greater than 
1;" and when he said to the man who ad him 
as “Good master,” “Why callest thou me good? 
there is none good but one, that is Cod.” (Mark x., 18.) 
Jesus was really God, it was tantamount to an 
emphatic disclaimer of deity when he uttered the fore- 
going words, 

Commending to F. B, a closer study of the Scriptures, 


I am, &c., 
UNIT. 
LETTER FROM MRS. TYERMAN. 


To THE SUBSCRIBERS TO THE “ HARBINGER OF LIONT” 
TYERMAN PUND. 


The ladies and gentlemen who generously responded 
to the appeal made in this paper on behalf of the widow 
and family of the late Mr, John Tyerman, will be pleased 
to read the following letter of acknowledgment received 
from Mrs. Tyerman, 

W. H. Tener, Esq. 
MELBOURNE. 


Dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge your kind letter of 
the 29th., which reached me in due course, and to state 
that I feel exceedingly indebted to yourself and friends 
for the handsome amount, for which you enclosed your 
cheque. 

our short but valued communication impresses me 
all the more with the evidence, which this gift affords, 
of the consideration and rogard entertained by the sub. 
seribers for my beloved husband, and the practical 
sympathy reflected on myself and children on his ac- 
count. 

As, but the other day, in a similar case, when overcome 
by my feelings of gratitude to the friends in Sydney, I 
am at loss to ex; myself with such words as can ap- 
proach to duly thanking those who have been so 
to us. And would plead my poor ability to render 
becoming thanks for such kindness—even more than 
broken health, unrecovered spirits, and exacting cares,— 
as the hindrance to my not replying to you earlier. 

Permit me through you to assure all my friends, that 
I recognise the great assistance I bavo received, not 
only as a tribute to Mr, Tyerman's remembered servicos, 
but also as a special help towards the educational ad- 
vancement of my children so that they may be the more 
worthy of the father whose name they bear. Az far as 
in me lies, this will be my remaining object in life, and 

deeply grateful to friends 


I cannot but be 
a everywhere whose aid has sought ores my 
affliction and encouraged me to go on working, and bope 


fi best. 
"Please let me thank you personally for much kindness 
to the husband who bas gone before me, and for the 
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interest and labor you have been so good as to take in 


behalf. i 
N Believe me, Dear Sir, 


Yours very truly, 
J. TYERMAN. 
259 Liverpool St., Bast, 
Sydney, April, 14th., 1881. 


THE WAY-MARKS OF A PILGRIM. 


(Continued.) 

Nexr on our list is a thick pampblet with a not very 

attractive title, as follows: “Witch Poison and the 

Antidote, or Rev. Dr. Baldwin's Sermon on Witchcraft, 

Spiritism, Holl and the Devil Re-reviewed.” ; 

This appeared in 1872. It seems that while the 
Pilgrim was lecturing in Troy, N. Y., in the early part 
of that year, a Baptist divine of the place, Rev. Dr. 
Baldwin, thought it important to counteract his influence 
by aseailing Spiritualism from the pulpit in a sermon on 
the“ Wite! of Endor.” This discourse was briefly re- 
ported in the daily press. Wishing to reply to the at- 
tack through the same channel, Dr. Peebles requested a 
loan of the clergyman's manuscript, that he might make 
no mistakes; but was refused. He then prepared a 
brief review, using such reports as were available. This 
was printed, Subsequently the rev. gentleman published 
his own discourse, with emendations and additions, 
materially changing its character in some respects. 
This, at the request of citizens in Troy, Dr. P, re-reviewed, 
and tho whole, including the reverend Doctor's sermon, 

. appears in thie pamphlet of ill-sayored, though perhaps 
not unfit title It hardly need be said that the 
assumptions, mistakes and weaknesses of the reverend 
gentleman's assault, even after emendation, were amply 
sufficient to afford material for an overwhelming re- 
joinder. And the Pilgrim did not fail to use his op- 
portunity, The review is trenchant and scathing in 
manner, but courteous and fraternal in spirit. 

In 1872.8 the Pilgrim made bis first journey around 
the globe, and after his return issued, in 1874, a some- 
what ponderous volume, entitled; 

“ Anouxp tue Wort; or, Travels in Polynesia’ 
China, India, Arabia, Eeypi Syria, and other ‘ Heathen 
Countries" Of this work, containing upwards of four 
hundred pages, it must suffice tu say that it is of ab- 
sorbing interest from beginning to end. The Pilgrim's 
notes of the incidents of travel, of the people, customs, 
scenery, ethnology, antiquities, religious notions, spiritual 
beliefs and phenomena pertaining to the various countries 
through which he passed in circumnavigating the globe, 
are always crisp, oaks andracy. The chief fault to be 
found with them is their brevity. But this, doubtless, 
was enforced by the plan of condensing the whole into a 
single volume. The interest of the work, to the Spirit- 
ualist, is greatly enbanced by the notes given of a 
number of spirit seances held with the author's fellow- 
traveller, the facile medium, Dr. Dunn—on the ocean, 
in various lands, on the sumit of an Egyptian pyramid, 
in old Jerusalem, and elsewhere. At interviews, 
spirita claiming to have lived in the long past made inter- 
io ay atitomtata relating to their times, the changes 

that have since taken paes ete., ete, 

While in Palestine Dr. Peebles obtained, from Jewish 
records and other sources, additional confirmations of 
his faith in tbe personal existence of Jesus, and held 
seances, as he ed, with the E ists and others 
of the New Testament times, the result of which has been 
to impress him with a somewhat different estimate of 
tho tarm Obrintan” hoes Cates eet cg ans 

ristian,” from “tage A r 

en Be saya pm aia R 
bs rational position lifts the Christianity of 

agea out of the slough of sect, out of the aa of tho 
ne eo the basic foundation of the 

universal. sublime atti i 

Tots ave Onciotlan= attitude, all true Spi- 


` The ing work follo! : 
‘iene ae wed in the same year by 
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“Tue Ganpanene; or, Spirits in Prison. By J, 0, 
Barrett and James M. Peebles.” 232 pages, 12mo, 
In the preparation of this work, judging from tho » 
of its contents, our Pilgrim had but a minor ze 
though it doubtless reflecta substantially his convic. 
tions. Its title gives little idea of its contents or bear. 
ing. It deals largely with the darker side of Spiritualism 
—obsessions, or manifestations of evil and undevelop. 
ment from tbe Spirit-world—which the authors deem 
it their duty to expose and warn against. It also under- 
takes to show how evil spirite may be redeemed and 

brought into divine order and beauty of life. 

This is a subject confessedly delicate and difficult 
of treatment; nevertheless, it must be grappled with 
seriously by one who — to be a er or even an 
all-sided learner in the Philosophy of Life. Thero are 
Spiritualists (and spirita, too), who deny in toto the 
existence of evil-dieposed spirits; and there are others 
who, admitting this to an extent, deny that such are 
ever permitted to interfere in the mundane sphere of 
life. But these denials do not dispose of the facts which 
now and then force themselves upon the notice of 
widely-experienced observers. While it is doubtless 
true, in accordance with spiritual laws, that a perpetual 
dwelling upon and morbid fear of infesting spiri tends 
to bring them about us and open the way for their in- 
festations, yet it is also true that an ignoring and denial 
of their existence is no safeguard against them. This 
is to be found only in their utter sincerity of soul and 

urity of purpose, which afford no ground of affinity or 
= hole of admission to such. 

The authors of this volume, with a wide range of 
thought and illustration, and an acute power of discri- 
mination discuss in successive chapters the following 
topics:—Good and Evil, Demons and Gods, Mundane 
and Celestial Spheres, Obsessions, Witchcraft and Hal- 
lucination, Effects of Association, Psychology of Senti- 
ment and Heart, “ Set thine House in Order,” Medium- 
ship—Orderly and Disorderly, Shall we Worship Spirits? 
Hope of the Bewildered, Registry of Life. o views 
presented seem to the reviewer to be for the most part 
eminently rational and sound, and worthy of the 
thoughtful consideration of all sincere searchers for 
the truth, though perhaps, in some minor particulars, 
subject to future modification. 

ext we have, issued in 1876 :— 

“Tue Cosriicr BETWEEN DARWINISM AND SPRI- 
TUaLISYM ; or, Do all Tribes and Races Constituto one 
human ee Did Man Originate from Ascidians, 
Apes, and Gorillas? Are Ani Immortal?” 

This thin pamphlet of barely 34 12mo, is a 
vigorous protest, in the name of Spiritualism, against 
the materialistic and atheistic tendencies of modern 
thought, which the author meets as having beon pro- 
poet by Darwinian studies. Small as it is, the treatise 
has probably aroused more discussion and provoked 
more and sharper criticism within the Spiritualistic 
— bare Bes other work by Mr. Lp It is im- 
possible to fully represent the merits is controversy 
without taking more space than is intended in this 
review. 


iritual ; and hence 
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e latter theory may perhaps properly be termed 
Par as being the theory held by a class at 
least of the disciples of Mr. Darwin. But some writers 
make a distinction between Darwinianism and Dar- 
winism—the latter term applying siir to the hypo- 
thesis put forth by Mr. Darwin himself, who appears 
never to have gone the length of some of his disciples. 
That hypothesis seems to be fully involved in the title 
of bis principal work, viz.,“The Origin of Species by 
means of Natural Selection, or the Preservation of Fa- 
vored Races in the Struggle for Life." He does not 
deny, if I rightly understand him, the existence of an 
Infinite Causative Spirit, but, on the contrary, plainly 
nises such a being in the words :— 

“Life was originally breathed by the Creator into a 
fow forms, or into one; and whilst this planet has gone 
cycling on according to the fixed law of gravity, from so 
simple a beginning, endless forms, most beautiful and 
most wonderful, have been and are being evolved.” 

Nor does Mr. Darwin distinctly deny, so far as 
appears, the constant agency of spirit or spiritual forces, 
in conjunction with material or mundane agencies, in 
the process of Evolution by “Natural Selection.” The 
grand defect of his work would seem to be a non recog- 
nition (through undoubted ignorance), of what the Spi- 
ritualist naturally deems the more important and really 
efficient factor in the mighty, A sme of evolution—the 
material side of which Mr. D. has so pains-takingly 


traced. 

In bis pamphlet Dr. Peebles deals ostensibly with 
“Darwinianism,” though he does not state that he pur- 

osely distinguishes it from “ Darwinism.” On the con- 

ry, the reader is left to regard them as identical, 
which appears to be an oversight. 

The mode of human genesis whick Spiritualism, in 
Dr. Peebles's view suggests, in contrast to that pro- 
pounded Hia Darwinian materialists, is thus stated :— 

“The Divine Spirit, moving upon Kosmos—moving 
upon and interpermeating the mineral kinle, tha 
vegetable kingdom, the animal kingdom, sublimating 
matter, and quickening the life-germs related to each 
series in the chain of being—was long preparing for the 
crowning work, man, And all these myriads of time, 
typal man was waiting to take on physical form, as the 
acorn waits through the winter time for conditions to 
start oakward. * © œ The glacial period with its 
snows and ice had now passed away. Many of the for- 
midable beasts of the tertiary period had disappeared 
in convulsions and revolutions. Suns were golden. 
Summers in tropical lands, leafy and perpetual, were 
crowned with ripened fruitage; while spiritual, mag- 
netic, and electric forces, acting upon, refining, tosis: 
ing snd shaping earthly elements into forms—really 
matricee—had so adapted conditions that the divine 
8oul-germ could become incarnated. Then transpired 
the divine descent of the heavenly into the earthly ; and 
nomadic man, primitive , commenced his mortal 
existence.” 

is semi-poetic description, while perhaps essentially 
correct in a general way, leaves somewhat vague a 
Critical poii It seems to imply (though not neces- 
sarily) that the prepared matrices for the divine soul- 
germ were of inorganic, though refined matter. With 
our present knowlelgn of the conditions necessary for 

e incarnations of soul-germs, it is as difficult to con- 
Ceive of the origin of the first man or woman in this way 
as by the Bible method of forming a body out of dust, 
and ing into it the breath of life! The theory 
has then a “ missing link,” which it is desirable should 
be mpolied Organic matrices seem to be required. 

If e reviewer mistakes not, this desideratum is fully 
and rationally provided for in the theory or process set 
forth in Mrs. King's recently published “ Principles of 
Nature,” Vol. IT., pp. 25, 26, as follows: 

“The first forms were incipient cells. These were 
multiplied over the sea-bed, until a force had been 
generated to te with spiritual force of sufficient 
of more lex fi Th te ‘ofthe variety 

„ore com forms. e starting-point 
which $ E Tingdom was where 


tributed over the surface. Life, species, of all varieties, 
were to correspond with the varieties of the forms of 
matter—the combinations of which the elements were 
susceptible in the progressive development of the planet. 
Variation was to be effected through the law of generation ; 
the law whereby the generating forces i their image 
on resultant forms. This is the law of parentage, from 
the inception and birth of a world until ite last form has 
been generated, bearing the image of the forces concerned 
ìn ite creation. Accretion of cells by a plan or after a 
pattern which was not in the material is the mystery 
of formation which finds its only solution ia the foregoing 
principle ; viz., that spirit rha formation after a pattern 
within it ao nearly allied to that with which it cooperates 
for generation that it ispossible for the two to coincide in 
one resultant form. This form will be different in 
specific characteristics from the material progenitor, but 
= bear the stronger impress of the spiritual or positive 
force.” 
This pregnant passage, particularly in the statements 
I have italicized, Ekora to furnioh the long-sought 
key to the whole mystery of the origin of life and the 
evolution of varieties, species and races on this planet— 
fully recognizing the action of intelligent spiritual forces 
at every step, working to a purposed end. 
On the whole, it would appear that Dr. Peebles, 
though open to criticism on some minor points, was 
ainly right in regarding Darwinianism (in its materia- 
istic phase) as opposed to a true Spiritual Philosophy ; 
while Darwinism, strictiy defined, in postulating a croa- 
tive miracle at the outset, and in recognising none but 
material agencies thereafter, has failed to satisfy acute 
thinkers on either side. a 


(Concluded in our next.) 


DR. BEARD AND CLAIRVOYANCE. 


Tue celebrated Dr. Beard, who has so strenuously op- 
osed the belief in Clairvoyance and Spiritualism, has 
een compelled to chango his front with regard to the 

former, and, if he only has the courage to face the latter 
in the same way, he may live to correct the errors of his 
past opinion and undo the unsound work he has been 
engaged in. Dr. E. D. Babbitt, writing from New York 
to the Religio Philosophical Journal, says, in reference 
to this matter: 

“ Dr, George M. Beard has been so positive in all his writings 
and speeches in stating that there can be no such thing as clair- 
voyance, no one human being having a gift which all human 
beings bave not, but now a gentle lady has gone and floored him, 
just as Mrs, Simpson defeated the world famed magician, Hermann 
in Chicago, by means of her spiritual manifestations. This lady 
is Mrs. Julia Carpenter, the wife of the famous psychologist, for 
she would insist in trampling all of Dr. Beard’s theories under 
foot by actually seeing through opaque substances, in spite of all 
his expertness, and he gave it up. Then be told some of his 
scientific friends and two prominent medical men of New York, 
Drs. Dana and Morton, thinking that he must be deluded, were 
brought to Mra, Carpenter and they too were put Aors du combat, 
They were filled with delight and wonder, and had to admit the 
whole matter, Now then they are almost in the very vestibule of 
Spiritualism and can almost see into the golden city.” 


The Dunedin correspondent of the Mataura Ensign 
writes as follows :— Sania 

“ gressive Lyceum for children is to isl 
anes reina to be a success, Already great stops 
have beon taken in the matter by Mr. B. Stout and 
others, and, in a short time, we should see the scheme in 
full working order. Music is to be one of the items ; 
and in other subjects, a great number of ladies and gentle- 
men have promised to mateeet, The args a bappy 

i il o! 

one indeed, and will do z grea ia children, 
otherwise.” [News 
has since arrived of the successful starting of the 
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MESSAGE DEPARTMENT. 
[Tux following Messages are given through the organization of 


Mr, George Spriggs; by invisible intelligences professing to | pon 


be the Spirits of buman beings who formerly inhabited a 
physical body in this world. They come spontanconsly whilst 
the Medium is in an abnormal state called a “Trance,” and 
are taken down as spoken by an amanuensis, They are pub- 
lished, not alone for their intrinsic interest, bat in the hope 
that nome of them will attract the attention of those to whom 
they are addressed.) 


My Dear Me. Cansox,—You will not be surprised 
at my coming to you after my departure, as I know you 
understand, and es had experience in this direction. 
If I had made my sppearance to those who were 
strangers to the philosophy of Spirit-life, I should not 
be understood. come here this evening in the spi- 
ritual condition; although not visible to you, still I am 
as real, and my identity is as active as over. Death does 
not rob ua of the consciousness of ideas, but, speaking 
from experience, it illuminates the mind and makes it 
more subject to impressions from different sources. 
Now, in earth-life I could not for the life of me com- 
prehond Spiritualism. I did not exactly believe you 
were fools, and I could not accept the Spiritual hypo- 
thesis. It appears to me that our early training has a 
great deal of influence on us, whether we re or 
receive the Spiritual impressions. Now, Mr. Carson, 
you know well the early colonists were not subject to 
many impressions ; neither did they have the require- 
ments around them to make them subject to them. 
You remember the gold rush? It was enough for a man 
to preserve the equilibrium of hie brain; and many 
other excitements, euch as the Prince Alfred affair. 
Now, going on to Spiritual experience—I do not find 
things here as I expected, and some are quite op 
to what I thought. This world is so natural real 
that, were you transported here, and did not know that 
= had left the body, you would think that you had 
found a more beantiful island than Australia. I 
shall be very pleased to talk to you again. I shall know 
more, and also be able to control the atoms I have to 
manage in giving this message, Farewell ! 

ROBERT KERR. 

6th January, 1881. 


z (FROM THE SAME.) 

Last time I spoke to you moro of earthly things. On 
my ontrance into Sp my mind seemed at once to 
become illuminated. Seeing everything around me so 
natural and beautiful, I pem Kpa d “My God! Ie this 
Heaven?" The atmosphere appeared to be laden with 
welcome sounds that set my whole frame in vibration, 
aod returned the same, with grateful thanks to the 
Great Father of All. ee into 8pirit-life, I soon 
became acquainted with the old friends. How easy it 
was to recognise each other, although this beautiful 
world bad acted uks mejis upon theip fiama, aad bad 

outh and health, and made them 


invigorated them to 

ap like the fabled Adonis. My heart seemed to be 
full of love and sympathy with the beautiful. When 
I got nearer to the friends, 1 found our old friend, 


Crees), located in a beautiful home, surrounded b 
trees and flowers. He bade me welcome, and soon yA 
menced to talk of old affairs, which bad interested us 
both in earlier times. Then he showed me around his 
bone. and I was quite delighted with it. I at once 
asked him if I was not going to have a home as well ? 
The reply was: “You have a home, prepared for you 
one wh love has ever been dear to you.” He then 
took me in, and showed me the beautiful things. I 
thought, “ This can hardly be the Heaven that is spoken 
of, because it seems so real and natural ;” but my friend 
informed me that there were greater things in store for 
me. Then my mind seemed to wander back to earth, 
and, things connected with it. It brought a kind of 
dulness over mo sad seemed to cloud my aspirations 
for a time, I could not understand, but I was 
„informed that these things I uld soon 
acquainted with. Iasked my friend to take me to my 
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home, when I found myself travelling on in space. My 
soul seemed enlivened with divine music, and the noargr 
I approached the more I felt the warm rays of love 
trate my heart ; and soon I arrived near to tho one 
that I loved, and there beheld my home in perfect 

and beauty. It indeed was my ideal of a home. 

friendly congratulations, I was bound to acknowledge 
that this was a superior home and Heaven to what I 
was led to believe in. I soon acquainted with 
others, and I found we can be as free to roam, and to 
seok after the beautiful to enlighten our minds as, in a 
manner of speaking, tho birde of the air. Grace, lo 
and beauty, seem to adorn the homes of Spirit-life, pe 
lift us to a higher and a more perfect i of our own 
beings, and the beings that are in advance of us. I at 
times regret that I did not Fire more thought to this 
subject before, as I find it of immense importance to 
everyone to obtain a true chart to their homes hereafter, 
I shall be with you again, but for [ea farewell, 


BERT KERR, 
January 18th, 1881, 


(FROM THE BAME.) 


Dean Fatenp,—I have boon waiting anxiously to 
finish my communication. The past has been to me a 
pleasure, to think that my thoughts can stil! be echoed 
into the ears of my old friends. I need bardly tell you, 
Mr. Carson, that the Spirit-life is a life of sealer, tis 
not all a world of flowers, strewed with roses, but to me 
it is a world of reality, and the work which I have to do 
may surprise you. The t important work that I had 
to is on = t onto ng toe Spirit-life was to get a 
strong, healthy physical frame; then came the mental 
work in getting new ideas, which gave me fresh insight 
into these truths. At first sight my mind seemed to repel 
these truths, until they besama a part of one's self. 

In answer to a question as to the nature of his home, 
the contral said :—My home is surrounded by fine trees 
and flowers, which take me some time to attend to, 
This need not be a laborious work, but only mental, the 
mind developing in form and substance, This devel- 
opment going brings us increased knowledge, We 
aro able to find that we have great and godlike powers, 
Perhaps what I have atated ie not very clear, but what I 
mean is this. You have an ideal of a home, and of 
trees, flowers, and all the surroundings of a home. In 
Spirit.life you must develope the mental powers, and 
not the physical. These homes are produced by your 
own inherent powers, You will see that there is always 
something to occupy the mind. No sooner do you get 
one idea in form, which, for the time being, you ma; 
think perfect, than you will ase something higber and 
grander, The consequence is, there is always mental 
work; no stagnation, but evet going on, producing 

or and more beautiful ideas. Thus is progression 
stern reality to one's soul, and in all its rp bene 
in Spirit-life. Then comes the task to teach others w 
are not in the same highly-favored condition as one’s 
self, and with some it is a difficult task. Thus, you will 
sco. that Spirit-life is a life of activity, and more a life of 
reality than earth-life, because the conditions are so 


hardly tell you of the difficulties you have in 
à rren t to your 


A teu of beautiful pictures, and in other 
Here we have to co-o with each other in 8 


similar manner to earth. The difference is, we holp ench 

alee opt of par lov and wo ae mot olga 1o mo 
one of an minda, but to, 

mindy in gaeordance, oak cat hua the 


7 t 
you to a higher of the great, the true, 
the beautiful; carrying tho, mind away 


i 
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i dings, removing all imperfections, and 

is eS ft and noble subjects to stand in the at 

of our Infinite Father, . 
When I contemplate this wonderful road to 


wi 
pess I teel lost in adoration to God, our Father. Thus, 
see, the Spirit-life is a life of activity, and no 
ane need fear about coming here. I will now draw my 
long epistle to a close. Good morning. 
ROBERT KERB. 
March 17th, 1881. 


Good Morning;—I have koin Minan phd coming 

I could a message to my son. son’s name 

Lg tes Gartb, Port Cygnet, Tasmania. T should like 

him to know that we are happy in the spirit world. We 

often think and talk about him, and wish that he would 

open the way for us to communicate, We feel as anxious 

as over about him and all the friends. We cannot say 

more this time, but may God bless you. From father 
and mother in spirit life. 

JAMES & MARY GARTH. 


T have been waiting this morning to send a few words 
to my wife. It is very pleasing to mo to find I am able 
to communicate. You are no doubt aware of the train 
in earth life. They taught us to believe that at 
wo went to a country from whence no traveller returned. 
But I find that a great deal of our training in earth-life 
is misleading, and more especially about spiritual matters. 
Being brought up strictly in the belief of Jesus and the 
Atonement, you can readily realise my position when I 
arrived in spirit we ens soeia p aos ml was Josus 
in Heaven, my own salvation ppiness, but arrivi: 
in spirit life T could not realise it as a heaven, mko p 
à hell, but it seemed a middle place for me, like a school 
to prajete me for the ter truths in spirit life. I bare 
often had a strong desire to return to earth, but could 
not find suitable conditions. Iam delighted with my 
wnccess. Kindly tell my wife that I am joying the 
spirit life, and am gaining poige that will make me 

and wi wit 


happier and wiser. Iam often with her in rey = 
moments, trying to im m ul er, 
Shines E Euo oih oon teslion han T eia maar ber MY 


wife's name is Jane Martin, Raglan Street, Creswick. 
I will bid you farewell,and thank you for this opportunity. 


WILLIAM MARTIN. 
(a Police Constable.) 


Good morning, dear brother and fellow-worker.—I con- 
gratulate you on your noble and disinterested work. It 
af to Fe E sonos of 4 pinar to pe able to assist 

riends in com ack to give their messages to 
their relations. We would adti you to keep the circle 
for the messages as select as you possibly can, so that 
the brain-waves may not interfere with the vibrating 
sounds from the spirit fri There are times when 
waves of force emanating the brain repel the sounds 
of the spirit voice, and they become unintelligible and 
contradictory; but when the minds work together in un. 
ison, then the brain waves assist the spirit voice, and 
help the message to have a clearer stamp of identity 
upon it. You will be required to keep your mind as 
_— as possible, and as calm as circumstances will 

, for you have entered on » work in which you 


ere, and p: them for the reception of greater 
to force any 
let them cotie spontaneously. You will see 


of this by experience. I take a deep interest 

the circle, as T have always done, and am very pleased 

have taken the place of our very dear friend and 

her worker, Mr. Lewis. Give our kind ings to 

and all the friends. I eball contin 7" with 
You.—Farewell. Froin one of the guides of the cirele. 


“LIGHT.” 


EYES OPENED. 


A GENTLEMAN writing from . Adelaide for some Spiri- 

tualistic literature, prefaces his order with the fol ous 

ing, wan ve oa as an illustration, amongst the 
„of the t i 

ay, lrans cent mental and moral influence of 


Bre,—It is nearly twelve months since I frst heard 
of Ape ae and you can judge how I ridiculed such 
a belief when I tell you I was a pious Church of Eng- 
land man, and never dreamt for a moment that any- 
thing could upset m favorite belief; but, thanks to a 
friend of mine (Mr. Richmond, formerly of Melbourne), 
I bave had my eyes opened to what I consider the 
grandest gift has given usin this age. And the 
very weapon I used against Spiritualism was the one 
that caused me first to become an investigator, for I 
used to say to my friend :—" Show me where commun- 
ing with spirits is taught in the Bible, and then I may 
listen to you?" How easily this was dune you can 
iudge, as in less than a week I was sitting in a circle ; 
and for the past six months, truly, I have been living in 
a new heaven, and on a new earth; and, if there is one 
thing more than another that makes me“unbappy, it is 

use it is not more universally practised. {r the 
people in Adelaide understood what Spiritualism really 
was, I am sure it would in a very short time become 
Catholic. This can only be done, in my opinion, by 
some of your speakers coming “ over helping us.” 
And I trust, Sir, should such an opportunity offer, you 
will not forget us in this City of Churches. 


GEO, K. A. 


AN UNEASY GHOST. 


(BY BIRJ LALL, ESQ.) 
As I have read many rare 4 | accounts of spiritual 
manifestations in your journal, I feel inclined to acquaint 
your‘readers with a singular experience of this nature. 

I have felt vory great interest in the phenomena of 
spirit-manifestations from the early days of my life, and 
have consequently been making numerous enquiries from 
trustworthy sources. Some years ago there lived at 
Lahore an old Pundit of a very high position, well 
versed in Sanskrit and acquainted with the English 

also. He held a very important position in 
Maharaja Runjeet Sing’s Durbar, saa had good oppor- 
tunities of being associated with every European officer. 
He had a very exalted mind and was much above the 
superstition by which the common Hindoo Pundits are 
a suspected to have been influenced. I bad the 
onor of being well acquainted with this Pundit, and on 
more than one occasion I enquired of him of the truth 
of spiritual phenomena, telling that I would not believe 
anything but what might be the result of his personal 
i He related to me the following story, which 


experiences. 
I write here verbatim. 
“Many ago,” said he, “I knew a Khutree 


ears 
resident of Lahore who often use to come to me, and at- 
tended regularly at kutha reading at my temple every 
evening, This man was well known for his devotion, 
and was consequently called Bhagat. After a fow years, 
this Bhagat ied, and his departed spirit began to 
manifest itself through bis living younger brother, whom 
he usedas ‘medium.’ This spirit manifested himself very 
often, and used to tell things through his medium. 
He even prc cena. toe future events, which 
afterwards camo to exactly as he had icted. 
The sign of tho ‘manifestation was that the medium used 
to become senseless suddenly, and after one or tno 
minutes, while - living eae s = aeia apan 
ite senseless, the spirit rough the v 
kve f the the of time the 


that the epirit to come whenever the medium would 


merely recall bim to mind, The news spread abroad 
and twee at last iafe ofit. I could not believe the 


find setit for the medium, viz., the yo! 
b ok ph deceased ‘ois. I s AA of him Salat 
the story I had heard was true, he answered in the 


1978 
ive. lasked him to show me the phenomena; 
aati he fixed his mind upon the spirit and im- 


mediately fell senseless on the ground. After a minute 
the spirit addressed me thus,—' Good morning, Punditjee; 
I now see you after a long time. J used to come to your 
temple to hear kutha, Now tell me what you wish to 
ask me and why you have called ‘me.’ 1 waa quite 
astonished to hear this speech of the supposed spirit, 
and told bim that before T asked my questions he should 
tell me through what bad Karma he had become a ps 
or an earth bound soul. The spirit replied, — Why do 
you ask this, Punditjee ? This has no connection with 
your object. I am happy in this state also, and even 
now I epend much of my time in devotion, as I used to 
do when living on earth with the material body.’ I 
then asked him some questions as to the future fate of 
some principal men then residing at Lahore, and the 
spirit predicted their destinies exactly as it came to pass 
thirty months afterwards. Sometime after the spirit 
obliged his brother, the medium, to go to Gya and per- 
form his shraddha; and after this was done, the spirit 
neither spoke nor appeared any more.” 

Whatever view your readera may take with respect 
to this fact, I regard its authenticating evidence so 
strong that I am not prepared to deny it, though I am a 
great sceptic about these things, — 7) hist. 


Lahore, November, 11th., 1880. 


WHO IS A SPIRITUALIST? 


Br 0. W. Rousen, M D. (Curtreny.) 


Recoomisixo, as I do, the absolute necessity thero is of 
establishing the external phenomena of modern, and, 
for that matter, of all historical Spiritualism on a sound 
scientific basis ; appreciating to tho full extent the high 
value of the labours of such mon as Crookes, Wallace, 
and Zoliner; mon who have eo faithfully and so man- 
fully laboured in the vineyard of Spiritualism, with the 
hot sun of vulgar scorn and sil pular derision 
over their heads; well aware of all t preliminary 
requirements, I still hold that, after all these important 
scientific demands and pre-requisites have been fulfilled 
and accomplished, only a very emall portion of the task, 
tho real task, of Spiritualism wiil have been performed. 
‘What would be the use of Astronomy to us, with all its 
grand Keplerian laws, and ite still der Newtonian 
principia, or celestial principles of mechanics, if there 
was no practical application of their science possible ; 
if Astronomy did not show us what position we occupy 
physically in God's universe; if it hia not help us to 
go through our work rationally, and in obedience to 
eternal and rational laws, whilst we are residents, as a 
kind of undeveloped human butterflies, on this magni- 
ficently little wandering-star of oura? Because Astro- 


nomy does so help us to go on with our terrestrial work | h 


do we value Astronomy, but not for its perfect geometry 
or mathematica, whssh  pleanee and oie erhaps, the 
pride of human intellect, but leaves the higher cravings 
of the human heart unsatisfied, which always pushes all 
merely intellectual pursuits into the narrow corner of 
the — Oui bono? If Astronomy bad simply told 
ied he oe done when it bad helped a r 
ip captain ate every noon his longti 
latitude, we should have a cre 
limited sco 


was futile to attempt 
of universal gravi- 
his word for it, as 
n z ready was not satisfied with his own 
ultimate views of gravitation, looking, as he did, for a 
more advanced and ulterior cause, in the assumption of 
a still hazy universal magnetic ether, which united in a 
common magnetic dance the innumerable spheres of 
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infinite space. Thus, also, when Auguste Com 
nounced to the world in his “ Positive bilosophy,". an 
most positive manner, that man’s duty was to 
himself to this little world alone, and that he had 
nothing to expect from any other worlds around him 
in space, the world did not accept his too positive 
dictum; and, not long after Comte, the combined genius 
of Bunsen and Kirchhof demonstrated, in their discoy 
of spectrum analysis, that we terrestrials are closely 
related with other planets, other suns, other stars, nay, 
even with nebulæ and comets, which an astro-chemistry 
now assures us to be made of the same stuff, more or 
less, as our earth. Having forced this admission of 
material identity, or close similarity, of all globes in 
space from a reluctant and hesitating material scien 
the ‘ness step to be taken was to make pick the further 
claims of the material and simple logical inforences tha: 
if the material basis of the bodies in space is identi 
with or similar to that of our earth, why should it not 
be possible to demonstrate that, alao, a still higher, a 
spiritual relationship, may exist between the inhabitants 
of our globe and those of the orbs in the universal 
heavens, To a great extent this task bas already been 
performed, and our generation talks already as glibly 
and fluently about a plurality of worlds, and a plurality 
of existences, as if such men as Mill and Comte had 
never lived and reasoned on these, to them, utterly im. 
racticable and inscrutable subjects, themselves utterly 
forgetful of the grandly profound words of Arago, that, 
“to the restless and untiring mind of man nothing is 
either inscrutable or impossible.” 

Scientific Astronomy, then, having furnished us with 
this valuable illustration, through its own historical 
career of development, that all science, in order to be 
of value to man, must make itself subservient, not only 
to man's intellectual, but also to his emotional wante ; 
must, in fact, link him together with the infinite chaing 
of all the worlds outside him, and thus open a prospect 
for him of an eternal and interminable relationship with 
the All, it naturally mes the duty of a scientific 
Spiritualiem, an d-fortiori duty, after having satisfied 
the intellect of man with regard to the reality of the 
Spiritual phenomena, to proceed without delay and 
hesitation to the far higher task of showing to man im- 
pressively that the facta of a Spiritual acionce are only 
useful in so far as they serve as a step in the ladder 
which allows humanity to rise from its present low level 


of terrestrial existence to still higher spheres in the un- 
fathomable depths of speek, thereby securing to the 
human spirit that exalted privilege which so vehemently 


and so universally exprosscw itself in the inextinguish- 
able desire and constant longing, for eternal pro- 
gression. 

Having thus defined the ground on which scientific 
Spiritualism rests, in common with all the rest of the 
uman sciences, and ha shown that all facts of all 
sciences, and especially the facts of our Spiritual science 
meet ultimately in one point, converging into the focus 
of an absolute logical necessity of universal development, 
evolution, and progression ; or, of what is called spirit, 
universal spirit, from the spirit of the monad to the 
spirit of the most exalted divine intelligences, I shall 
reserve for future contributions the consideration and 
answer to the now so often-asked question :—" Who is a 
Spiritualist ?” 


_ The Platonist is the title of a substantial 16 pago 
journal published at St. Louis, the first number of whi 

reached us by the last American mail. As its name 
would imply it is devoted to a presentation of the platonic 
philosophy and the number before us contains, besides 
several original articles, translations from Plato's works, 
also one from Plotinus. The paper will be found both 
useful and interesting to the philosophic thinker. 


WE commend to the notice of those who have access to 
the lecture ~ Indis, Past, Present and 


“ Leaven of Theosophy,” in the same issue. A copy of 
tho Theosophist is Aled in the library of the Victorian 
Association of Spiritualists, 84 Russell Street. 
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JOTIINGS ON PASSING EVENTS. 


Tur Victorian Banner, a new aspirant to public patronage, 

fesses to be “a weekly journal of religion and politics,” 

Fd presente itself under the editorship of the Rev. Dr. 
ist. 


Oae the Banner, “we are undenominational, ad- 
yoeating no ism but Protestantism. We shall know no 
arty in the State exeept the pr of Righteousness, 

lightenment and Progress. We shall be plain spoken 
calling things b, their right names and commenting on 
the sayings and doings of public men and of public 
bodies in a way that will leave our readers no room to 
doubt our meaning.” 4 

If our contemporary adheres to this p mme, it 
should certainly command the supportof candid minds and 
ofthe many who view with feelings akin to disgust the ono- 
sidedness, the truckling to authority or to party, and 
the propensity to descend to the suppressio veri and 
suggestio falsi, which too often characterises the Colonial 


Pie the editor of the Banner is a minister of the Pres- 

terian Church, it is a little surprising to find in the 
fret two issues a skit, not altogether wanting in wit and 
humour, on the recent proceedings of the Presbyterian 
‘Ausombly in the case of the Rey. Charles Strong. Under 
fictitious, but easily Seon ety names, the principal 
actors in this latest heresy-drama are amusingly depicted. 


Ix the National Reformer (London) the editor states 
that “Mr. James Holmes, of Leicester, who came over 
from Wesleyanism to Secularism, now announces that 
ho bas gone over to Spiritualism.” Mr, Holmes was 
not long since a popular and energetic worker in the 
cause of Secularism, and, if I rightly remember, more 
than once vehemently attacked the system which he has 
since espoused. 

It is well-known that Dr. George Sexton, whose 
labours on behalf of Spiritualism are highly esteemed, 
was originally a prominent Secularist. 


Ix another issue of his journal, Mr. Charles Bradlaugh 
acknowledges toa correspondent that he has not read 
Alfred Wallace's book on Spiritualism. Now, I have 
à great admiration for Mr. Bradlaugh in many respecte, 
but I cannot help thinking that, before opposing Spirit- 
ualim as he bas done and is still doing, he should 
cortainly have acquainted himself with one of the ablest 
works ever written in its defence, and particularly a 
work by so eminent a man as Professor Wallace, 


Is these times, when it is so much the custom to sound 
the praises of everthing our own at the expense of the 

ign article, it is refreshing to find in an official pub- 
lieativu like the catalogue of the Melbourne International 
Exhibition, such a paragraph as the following in the 
“ Introduction to Turkey” :—“The Koran, which abounds 
with moral precepts, and the Multeka—a code formed 
of the supposed sayings and opinions of Mahomet, and 
of the sentences and decisions of his immediate successors 
—etcourage public education.” 

Readers of the Sydney Freethought, now unfortunately 
defunct, may remember an article contributed by Mr. 
R. Allen in which he spoke of the “ Koran of the Moslem 
with its borrowed and depraved ethics,” and quoted 
Robert Sout as saying,—“ There is nothing in the 
Koran which affects the feelings, nothing which elevates 
the imagination, nothing which enlightens the under- 
standing, nothing which ameliorates the heart.” Luckily 
Mr. Allen's statements were not allowed to pass un 
opposed, and a subsequent writer drow that gentleman's 
attention to the opinion of Mohler, one of the most 
candid of critica, to the effect that—" We can recognise 
in the Kor iginal piety, au aotig aroe ot 
an entirely personal religious which cannot by 
ony means Me baad oe ao he Rev. J. Page 
Ho teresting discourse on “ The ac. 
cording to Mahomet,” remarke,“I find the purest morali! 
commanded, I find the strictest justice enforced. 
find the sternest front against all evil of every sort, 
And I find this not in one or two places only, but apes 
up in well nigh every page; so that next to the Now 
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Testament, it is to me the purest, manliest, book I - 
And Professor Strong, of this city, in a lecture Heel 
in July, 1878, declared that “Islamism was a bright and 
pine religion which had been extremely effective in re- 

ucing barbarous nations to a lesa savage state, and was 
now, for good or evil, spreading very widely, and civ- 
ilising to an appreciable extent the vast continent of 
Africa, from its coast right to the interior.” 


THE WORK OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - 
By the last Suez mail we are in receipt of a photograph 
of the Theosophical Society's Buddhist School at Point 
de Galle, where a reform in the right direction waa 
initiated and is now in active operation, viz., the Re- 
py ase from blind Christianity to rational Buddhism of 
the Cinghalese “rising generation.” On account of 
European influence in Ceylon the religious teaching of 
the youth in the principal cities had, until recently, been 
almost monopolised by the Missionaries of the Catholic 
and Protestant Christian Churches, but since the revival 
of Buddhism, occasioned by the visit of the Theosophical 
embassy last year, four schools have been started in 
connexion with the Society's branches in Ceylon, the 
“ Galle” one numbering about 400 scholars. ` 
Buddhism is a pure Theism combined with tLe highest 
morality, a religion calculated to expand the higher 
faculties of the mind, and exempt from the soul binding 
— with which the Christian system is weighted. 
picture contains portraits of about 250 of the 
scholars, of good physique and having fine intelligent 
faces, it may bo seen at the office of this paper. An- 
nexed is the letter from our friend and brother, D. K, 
Mavalankar, Esq,, which accompanied it. 
—:000; — 
W. H, Tenny, Esg., ¥.7.8. 
Melbourne, Australis. 
My dear Sir, and Brother, —I am to inform you that I 
have sent you by this mail a copy of the photograph of 
“The —— Society's Buddhists School for boys 
at Point de Galle, Ceylon.” You and the readers of 
your valuable paper may differ from us a little in our 
views and policy, but we still feel sure that we are both 
in theron accord with respect to the disadvantage of 
Christianizing the“ Heathen.” Kindly therefore accept 
the accompanying photograph of about half the pupils of 
one of the six schools y established in Ceylon by 
our Society. It is not too much for us, we believe, to 
hope that you will findin it “ proof palpable” that we 
are not only talking but working as well in Asia, and 
that whilea few merely preach, the Theosophical Socie 
teaches Buddhism against Christianity. ese boys ani 
their teachers are Buddhist Singhalese of the pure blood 
and three fourths of the oe were until very recently 
being educated by the Christian Missionaries. 
ith best wishes and kind regards, 
I am, my dear sir, and Brother, 
braternally ours, 
DAMODAR K. MAVALANKAR, 
March, 25th., 1881. Joint Recording Secretary. 


A terres has been received from Mr. Thomas Walker, 
offering to visit Melbourne and lecture for the Victorian 
Association of Spiritualists on vory liberal terms. 
consideration of it is necessarily deferred until after 
the arrival of the next Californian mail, by which defi- 
nite news of tho movements of Dr. Peebles and Professor 


Denton is expected. 
WE KNOW WELL. 
Oh! how sad to see Pilgrims on life's rocky road 
Grown feeble with old age and care, 
Trav'ling down hill to the valley of death 


ite ious of what they'll find there— 
or if asked what their hope mf death takes them 


With a eigh and a shake of the head they would say 

cannot tell. 

‘Tievaghes their long lives they have been tempest 
toss: 


ith Factions, Sects, Schisms and Creeds, 
Bat, having ‘discarded Theological trash, j 


1980 


They know not where destiny leade— 
Fori if asked what's their bope when desth takes 


them awa; 
Witha igh nad a shako of the head they would say 
- They cannot tell. 


Tho present Dogmatic Traditional dross, 
Which daily from pulpit is hurled 
eee fails to sanp y the spiritual need 
f its hearers, all over the world— 
For if asked what's their hope when death takes 
them away, 
With a sigh and a shako of the head they would say 
They cannot tell, 


But oh! what. glorious light it had been 

To their path, had they known from their youth 

That, what wo call death, is new birth to a lifo 

Of prrs in wisdom and truth— 

Then if asked what's their hope when death takos 
them away, 

From their heart, with a smile, in all truth they can 


say— 
We know well. 


This glorious Truth full flowing and free 

Is poeta by the voice of the dead. 

Bold searchors of Truth all over the world, 

Have heard what the spirits have said— 

And if asked what's their hope when death takes 
them away, 

From their heart with aemile in all truth they can 


É We know well. 


It's free unto all, if they will but conform 

To conditions essential to gain, 

A truthful account of our beautiful home, 

When we're froe from this body of pain— 

Then if asked what's our hope when death takes us 


away, 
From our heart, with a smile, in all truth we can say 
We know woll. 
W. C. SMITH. 
Barnawartha, April, 3rd., 1881. 


THE SCIENTIFIC BASIS OF SPIRITUALISM. 


Ix a recont review we commented upon the general im- 
jerona in aaun of pig ayes literaturo, and 

he increasing a lity to juirements of the 
times of the latest Riditions to it. The book now before 
us is an admirable illustration of our remarks. Roplete 
with scientific evidences of the phenomena on which 
Spiritualism reste, supported by the direct and concise 


of his work, he meets the obstruction» set se by such 
p ani 


men as Youmans, Carpenter, Wund 
it is a admirable to piade the as siie eya 
with which he removes the foundations of their various 


postulates until they topple to th à. i 
esat rat lotter i Professor Wandt is a see 
ace, e course ofa review of the m ientifi 
Sion 5 a eps, the following excellent 
| ga Ap professing Mae aie 


“The cause of the unbelief in what is t in systems 
checlogy sectarian creeds and hitorcalseurtisng on tee maan 
of immortality, is that the advanced intellect of the age lacks a 
scientific basis for a full, energising conviction as to spiritual 
realities. It is idle to nay that men ought to infer from their own 
natures that they bare souls, They still lend too ready an ear on 
this point to the confident contradictions of an arrogant Materi- 
alism, sporting the credentials of science. 
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But bere are the facts of Spiritualism, forcing upon those who 
will fairly investigate them, the great conviction that spiritual 
agency can be objectively proved. What folly is it, then, in the 
friend of religion to reject the aid presented, because there may 
be mach that still seems perplexing, incongruous, and even 
offensive in the development.” 

Shortly following this comes the question—“ Is Bpiri. 
tual pic opposed to religion ?” —and, accepting 
Coleridge's definition (i.¢.,“A true religion must consist 
of ideas and facts both; not of ideas alone without facts 
for then it would be mere philosophy ; nor of facts alone 
without ideas of which these facts are the symbols, 
or out of which they arise, or upon which they are 
grounded, for then it would be mere history.” Ho 
says :— 

“ Spiritualism fulfils these roquirementa, Ita facts, rightly con- 
strued, hold out the loftiest indacementa to a noble, beneficent 
life, It proclaims to us that we think and do in the sight of a 
host of witnesses ; it recognises the supremacy of law, physical, 
moral, and spiritual; it looke for no relief from the penalties of 
sin through the mystical sufferings of another; it teaches no 
vicarious advantage. It illustrates the efficacy of prayer, bat 
teaches that the power of finite spirits is limited, and that the 
Divine Benignity is exercised in harmony with laws which it is 
for us to study and obey. It proves that as we sow we reap, and 
that man is preparing bis future condition wLile here, by bis 
ruling thoughts, desires, and acts, aod is thus his own punisher, 
his own rewarder, Thus the religion prompted by the facts of 
Spiritualism cannot differ largely in any essential point from that 
of primitive Christianity. 

Having shewn that Spiritualism, per ze, is not hostile 
to religion, he proceeds to deprecate that bastard 
Spiritualism which is the outcome of blind faith and 
increasing credulity. Rightly studied, he affirms, Spiri- 
tualism is the strongest safi against suj ition ; 
but, in its inchoate stato, it is for clear heads, patient 
hearts, and tranquil temperaments to profit by. 

We do not know of one book amongst the literature 
of Spiritualiam which contains in the same compass so 
much sound evidence and logical argument as this last 
great work of one of its most rational and consistent 
advocates, whose genius has woven together the solid 
material it contains into so shapely and barmonious.4 
form as to make it intelligible and interesting to the 
ordinary reader. We have said but little; but, we 
think, enough to recommend it to our readers. To 
roviow it in its various parts would take a small volume 
therefore we refer those interested to the book itself to 
read, and circulate far and wide. 


Tae Me.novane Spiarrvatimric Soorery. 


Tux second half-yearly meeting of the above Society 
was held at the Temperance Hall, Melbourne, on Thurs- 
day evening, April 7th, 1881—Mr, J. Veevors in the 
chair, Tbe minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and confirmed. 


Mr. Rice's notice of motion that the committee be 
reduced from ten to five was carried. 

The balance-sheet, as read by the Poenis, was 
adopted, showing the half-yearly receipts £47 15s; ex- 
peaditure £38 @s. 9d.; assets, £29 8s. 3d..; liabili- 

es, nil, 

The election of officers for the ensùing six months 
took place with the following results :— President, Mr. 
J. Veovers ; Vice-Presidente, Seo Milligan and 
cowo; Treasurer, Mr. J, Veevers; Secretary, A J, 
Hall; Committee, Messrs, Lees, Edwards, Hood, Evans, 
and Osborne. essre. Whitelaw and Devine were 
elected Auditors for twelve months. 5 

The Society have taken rooms at 87 Little Collins- 
street East, which will be opened on Wednesday, May 
“ Ped * ht fee by a member meoting. the nesting 

‘er the transaction of general business, the meetin; 
closed with a vote of thanks to the ebairmad. 
ALFRED J. HALL, 
Hon. Sec, M. 8.8. 


THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT 


ANEW TUNNEL TO THE SPIRIT WORLD. 


(Frou tue Medium and Daybreak.) 

promoters of enuine physical phenomena, and the 
ricnomenaliots, $ are we very distinct classes of 
persons. The latter class are always on the hunt for 
woudors with which they are never satisfied, having their 
mouths full of doubts as to whetbor the facta are yet 
established, and regarding Spiritualism, as solely the 
means of giving satisfaction or amusement to such persons 
as themselves. These are the “ dry rot” of Spiritualism : 
discrediting mediums, su, baite to catch presumed 
impostors, and demoralising all down to their own imbecile 


vel. 

developer of physical phenomena is a scientific 
Pica toes saan the spirit circle as his laboratory, 
and enriches human experience with that which will be 
the grandest scientific facts of that future, which will be 
wise enough to appreciate them in their true light, and 
have intellect enough to understand them. Such aman 
as our friend Mr. W. peers, Newcastle, has done 
much to bring the true claims of Mediumship to the front, 
and pity it is that the developed medium should become 
the plaything or victim of the phenomenalist. 

Nb oubt, to some grave minds, it looks very much 
likea superabundance of effort to keep on year year 
striving to increase the power of the spirit world over 
matter, “Having seen the manifestations once I am 
satisfied ; let us bave something spiritual,” say some 
critics of other person's acte. These are something like 
a man who after seeing a steam engine, and having sat- 
iefied hie curiosity therewith, would di with 
any other attempts at mechanical improvement. The 
genuine engineer goes on with his experiments, in due 
course gives us a new machine, or an altogether unpre- 
cedented motive power. The entrance to the Channel 
Tunnel ie not much of a sight to look at, nor will it im- 
prove much, as a mere show, as the work of piercing 
onder the Channel goes on. ractical surmounter 
of the difficulty is not content with merely looking at 
the yawning el with hie hands in bis pockets, but he 
rets lawo, and after years of boring into the bowels of 
the earth he comes to daylight on the French coast, and 
the locomotive speedily follows him dragging the train 
crowded with happy poomans— mary in that no raging 
tea longer divides our “tight little Island” from the 
teeming continent of Burope. The “ Phenomenalist,” 
who out of curiosity looks at the works, shrugs his 
shoulders, turns away and says, “ It will never be id 
is the most dan s enemy of en i à 
different is itwith the enthusiastic miner who sticks to his 
dangerous and apparently hopeless task: still toiling in 
darEneee, but daily gaining a few inches more p 
towards the other ile. He persoveres, he succeeds, he 
blesses the millions that follow him, his name is immor- 
talised in his works, and the phenomenalistic critic and 
detractor of his en is forgotten: and serve him 


ht too. 

tin all this le uring in the physical circle: de- 
veloping new mediums, attaining to more demonstrative 
henomena, and giving the spirits greater scope to mani- 
t, but the piercing of a tunnel under the tumultuous 
and stormy denna that divides those in the spirit state 
from us in the earth life. Inch by inch the work goos 
on. First we have table movemente—the telegraph at 

work; then, objects transi gh ; 
pneumatic tube laid down between two states. Thirdly, 
come the voices—we are within speaking distance, but 
cannot yet see those on the other side face to face, Then 
wo have materialised hands—a little opening is mado 
Een the rocky strata through which a hand may be 
. A face is next seen, but it ie so dimly visible be- 
cause of the defective light of the 


bee casionslly seen, a passage to the other side has 


resent conditions of 
phenomena. 


communion through physi 
, work sn Lithont egging ; soon the 


spirit 
Waita li 


int us, but the locomotive will speedily whiff Ta 
Ron side to sido, and all will reap the fruita of the Sell 
peony ane of nen and women, who in their day, 
when the tunnel was first opened out, were not a - 
ated, because not understoad. er 
Go on then brave pioneers with the development of 
more physical mediums, and the improvements of 
henomena of materialisation; but do not open 

“ Works” to conceited sightseers with unbri 
tongues. Put up à board at the entrance: “No admit- 
tance except on business,” and rigidly enforce the rule. 
Nay, more than this, have another placard posted at the 
: once pa will be prosecuted.” Let no one 
own the shaft or up to the breast of the mine unless 
they be engineers or competent workmen. Then we 
may expect to see success in the development of spiritual 
phenomena, and then there will be no longer any doubt 

as to whether spirits do communicate. 

We hope the moral of our little parable will be abun- 
dantly clear. Phenomenal mediumship should be no 
longer made a show of, but be cultivated to extend true 
knowledge and improve the means of spirit com- 
munication. 

Let us remember that we spiritualists of to-day are 
not the passengers of the Tunnel to the spirit world. 
We are only “ Navvies" labouring in darkness and dirt 
to pierce a rude opening in the rocky strata, Lot us 
then attend to our work—bore away diligently, and 
not place ourselves above our station by ing an ex- 
hibition of our paltry beginning to serve our own private 

urposes, We must remember that the real passengers 
the new route are to come after us; they are our own 
heels ing forward, and who knows how many train 
koat may greet us from the other side before the close 
of 1881. 

The passage is not altogether new. Jesus came by it 
when he appeared amonget his disciples in the resurrec- 
tion body. Perhaps some modern engineers are borin, 
in the wrong direction. Would it not be wise to sen 
out a surveying party to rectify our bearings ? 


CHILDREN. 


(A Srrarr COMMUNICATION.) 
Barer as life on this planet may appear, it is in most 


Far | cases sufficiently long for the purposes intended ; that 


is to say, where men and women outlive the meridian of 
their days. That so many should ish in infancy, aa 
is the case, is a crying shame. Who would think of 
trampling down the flower just be cea | its petals to the 
sun? "Who would think of cutting the wheat ere the 
ear was fully ripe? Only the idiot or the fool. Just 
so idiotey and folly are at work slaying their thousands 
by want of t and care in their dealings with the 

ious lives intended to adorn and beautify your 
Eoas on earth. Many of the most precious are sont 
to us just as the bud is opg. because of the rude 
hands, and still ruder hearts, whieh crush out the young 
life by their rough handling. Mark you, I say tho most 
precious are sent to us thus early, Their sensitive 
natures, had they lived on earth and developed under 
suitable conditions, would have rendered them shining 
lights in your midst. Remember I am not now speak- 
ing of children out off by disease, but of those who are 
sent to us from lack of love and sympathy. 

If you bave a rare exotic, do you not carefully watch 
it and protect it from the stormy blast? Yet, alas! the 
far more precious bud of promise is handed over to the 
attention of a if a Gat is to 

tinue to live, are brought upin most cases 
pa Poop here of deception and selfishness. Little 
wonder, then, when oo to maturity these bidden 
vices are allowed full play, with the result as seen in 
your midat at the present day. i 

Mothers, if they knew their duty and loved it, would 
deem it the greatest ge oe ema from a 
7 cherish these little 
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them to grow up in the full blaze of 


d it 
thet love; wich beam upon them through the 


their love, which should 
windows of their soul. E 

Words streaming with magnetic love should fall as 
dew from their lips; then, with a fitting example from 
all around, there would seldom be need for chiding 
words, and blows would be unknown, 

In this way must the reformation of the earth be 
begun. 
units. See then how necessary that each one should be 
properly trained from infancy, It is too late to begin 
re nise and restraining when the mischief has been 
done—punishing the ignorant for your own neglect. 
Parents, as a rule, are most unreasonable. They sow 
the sced, and are amazed as the crop ripens ; then they 
delegate to others the reaping of that crop, and are 
surprised that teachers, men and women like themselves, 
have not the power to change the whole character of the 
plants committed to their care. Prune and train they 
may, but who can gather figs from thistles? Old Solo- 
mon was in the right when he said “Train up a child in 
the way he should go.” 

Whatsoever a parent desires a child to be, either as 
man or woman, that character must the parent stam 
from the very time that they notice a beam of intelli- 
gence in its eye, and no later. 

Children, how I love ye! Even as a hen gathers her 
chickens under her wings, so would I cover ye from all 
things hurtful either to soul or body. I would clasp ye 


all in my embrace, and baptise ye with the baptism of 


love. Precious jewels are ye! of more value than all 
the rubies and diamonds the earth has ever yielded up. 
Oh ye parents! why will ye not think to make these 
jewels yours? so that in your spirit homes ye may be 
crowned, as never earthly monarch was crowned, with a 
crown of glory set with living jewels! 
I should be pleased if my words should reach the eyes 
of all men. Though that could scarcely be, they may, 
erchance, be read by some who may profit by what I 
ve come go far to aay. Should one precious soul 
receive benefit from them, I shall be more than repaid. 
Now, kind friend, I must say farewell ! 
Castlemaine, K. 


MR. SPRIGG'S MATERIALIZATION SEANCES, 


Tur Materialization Seances, at the rooms of the Vic- 
torian Association of Spiritualists, during the past 
month have been going on satisfactory, and on several 
occasions most excellent results have been obtained. 

At the first sitting, “ Zion” and “ Peter,” both held 
back the curtain to show the medium, at the same time 
as themselves, and Peter, at the request of the sitters, 
carried the large stone (14lbs. weight) from the window- 
sill behind the curtain, then came out and deposited it 
on a chair. o owing them came “ Pearl,” the beautiful 
star on her forehead being much admired ; “ Geordie,” 
who came next, did not appear quite so strong as on 
the last occasion, and said, in alow voice, “I canna 
get oo't,” he was followed by the “Nun,” and the 
“Little Black Girl ;” then John Wright and finally 
“Charity,” who sat on a chair, and taking some roses 
that were offered to her, put them before leaving on a 
desk at the opposite side of the room. This sitting was 
considered a very good one. On the 5th the manifesta- 
tions were weak, four forms only appearing, only one of 
them succeeding in getting outside the curtain. On 
the 8th, the continued thunder and lightin prevented 
Materialization, but the spirit of John Wilama, late 
of Sandhurst, was described as present, he expressed 
his regret that Spiritualism was not being more pushed 
there, and Ed. Bone, of Sydney, wished his wife to know 
that be was often with her, and if she would attend 
circles, he would communicate with her. On the 12th, 
the sitting was excellent, eight forms appeared ; Peter 
and Ski-wau-ke talked freely. 19th, rather poor re. 
sults, four forms and voice. On the 22nd, a considerable 
improvement was manifest, seven forms were visible, 
Peter and Ski-wau-ke talking freely; Geordie got on to 
a chair and spoke in a low voice, subsequently, dancing 
to the musical box; John Wright distributed flowers 

anda child who appeared was recognised by her parente, 


A nation is made up of families, and families of 


who were present. On the 27th, the conditions wero- 
ronounced very good, and as a result, excellent mani. 

‘estations followed, ten forms were materialized, one of 
them being a girl, apparently, about ten years old. 
Geordie and John Wright distributed flowers, and they 
both spoke a few words; Ski and Peter talked freely, 

the latter amusing some of the company with his jokes, 
The power is evidently increasing and the manifestations 
bid fair to eclipse any that have preceeded them, 


HOW IT DID HAPPEN. 

Ronenr Dare Owen tells a most interesting story 
respecting a ship proceeding on her voyage across tho 
Pacific. One day when the Captain descended to the 
cabin, he was surprised to see these words written on 
the ship's slate, “Steer to the East.” He made in- 
quiries of all parties on board, as to who wrote this 
sentence, and he even tested their band writing. Not 
one had written it; all were as much surprised as the 
Captain at the writing on the slate. To steer to the 
East was a deviation from his course, and he did not at 
firat feel inclined to obey the mysterious command; 
but at length he resolved to obey instructions, and 
the ship's head was turned due east. Strange to say, 
in a very short time, he met with a ship which was 
water logged ; and the lives of the crew an assengers 
were thus saved. When visiting Queenscliff lately, I 
met with a well known and respected Captain of the 
British Navy, Amongst other interesting yarns which 
he told me,I was much pleased with the following story— 
quite a parallel tu the narrative of Robert Dale Owen, 
but there was no intention on the narrator's part of 
explaining how it happonei, or attributing the result to 
any interference of the powers above:—Off the Cape 
of Good Hope, some years ago, the ship Regular, of 
Liverpool, commanded by Captain Carter, sprung a leak, 
which increased so rapidly that the only way to put off 
immediate danger, was to scud before the wind, In 
doing so, the ship went so far to the south as to find 
herself out of the zone or track frequented by vessels. 
Next day there was no help for it, but to take to the boats 
and abandon the vessel, It was a gloomy prospect to 
those in the boats; they were now too far south to 
expect to meet with ships, and they proceeded on their 
journey northwards, absorbed in silent sorrow. By and 
y, the look out exclaimed, “Sail ahead.” Come, 
come now, said the Skipper, do not raise our hopes by 
‘our lively imaginatiou. This is not a time for joking. 
he look out assured his comrades that he was not 
joking, and told them to look out for themselves. 
hen they came to the crest of the next wave, true 
enough, in a short time they beheld two ships, bearing 
right down upon them. Joy filled their hearts; but 
this was about to be succeeded by despair for, as the ships 
approached, it was evident, no one on board perceived 
the boats. As they were passing the Captain, in despera- 
tion, seized a red shawl fon oft the shoulders of a lady 
on board, flaunted it in the air, and thus attracted atten- 
tion just in time, and no more. One of the ships at 
once hove to—and soon all on board the boats were 
rescued. The ships were two French vessels, bound 
for New Caledonia, and the commander related how it 
was, that they were so far south and out of the track of 
ships. The afternoon before, he proposed to change the 
ship's course, but before doing so, he went below to take 
another look at the chart. On his desk there lay 
an open book, which he had been reading, he lifted it, 
and after reading for a time he fell asleep. He woke 
up after a time, it was dark, and he felt impressed with 
the idea that he had carried out his intention, and that 
the ship's course was changed. So they continued 
going south without change till morning—and the 
result was the finding of the two boats from the 
derelict vessel. It was strange, said the Captain, for I 
never fell asleep under such circumstances before. 
What a curious accident, will be the general remark, it 
was lucky for the poor fellows in the boate! Accident! 
Oh! Yes! No doubt the world is governed by accidents! 


Those who have become acquainted with a 


know better than that. 
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THE LITANY. 
Jlowing alterations of, and additions to, the church 
reer litany, are to be read in all churches, by 
order of His Grace the Arch Bishop of Cant-a-bare-e. 


From all evil and mischief, from the crafts and sub- 
tility of reli ious teachers; from all mental and wilful 
blindness ; fon ignorance, bigotry, and superstition ; 
from hypocrisy, envy and malice, and all uncharitable- 
nese, Good Lord, deliver us. 

From covetousness, blood thirstiness and rapine; from 
ens with our neighbors — ae, fiva 

ing out ven; co upon an unoffending ple, thy 
daling on Ate and eword, for the sake of planter and 
captive virgins; as did thy chosen race in the land of 
Midian, Good Lord, deliver us. 

From intestine ware and deadly strife; from ere 
thy command, which says, “Thou shalt not Kill,” from 
reversing this law and killing every man his brother and 


man his companion and neighbor, as thy Leg pe 
e- 


aid by command in the camp of Israel, Good Lord, 


liver us. 

From all thievish and fraudulent actions ; from bor- 
rowing silver and gold, with no intention of ever return- 
ing the same ; as thy servants did by command of their 
law-giver from the inhabitants of Egypt, Good Lord, 
deliver us. 

From all wanton cruelty, both towards our fellow men 
and unoffending beast; from slaying iv a conquered 
city, both man and woman, infant suckling, ox and 
sheep; a8 thy servant Joshua did to the inhabitants of 
Jericho, 2o rp Soe a s x 

From lying an tion; from obtaining i 
verbally, Ti rubetantially, under heey SP as ty 
servant Jacob did, an example followed by all teachers 
of supernaturalism, Good Lord, deliver us. 

From all blaspbemy and slander; from comparing an 
unparalleled villain in blood thirstiness and cruelty, to 
theo, T art infinite S gripin love; from age 
ing and teaching that the adulterous tyrant an 
murderer of an innocent n was aman after thine 
own heart, as is said of David, King of Israel, Good 
Lord, deliver us. ‘ 

From all insatiable covetousness of foreign lands ; the 
homes and rights of aboriginal industry, or pment 
boers ; from following out the bestial principle of might 
ie right; as did thy servants of old, an example followed 
d thy bible loving Britains; hence wecret 

pa greatness! Good Lord, deliver us. 

inally, we one thee to Mok grim Leg T 
compassion upon this colony, and forgive the sin o 
those in authority, who have irat pi census of the 
ople to be taken. Knowing as they do, that David, 
ing of Israel, was moved by thee (or Satan, we are not 
sure which) to commit a like trespass, which sin brought 
down upon his people, a terrible pestilence which 
70,000 innocent men, and spared theguilty, Spare us, 


good Lord, 
Ê E. W. EUSTACE. 
A NATIONAL GYMNASIUM AND TRAINING 
SCHOOL. 


We are in sonizt of a pamplet from Mr. G. Techow, 
the well-known teacher of Cslisthenics, advocating the 
Appropriation of a part of the Exhibition Buildings to 
be establishment ofa ) spree and Swimming l, 
physi ucation of onr rising generation. — 
Frar sobane pabmittod by Ma Tiie seems s faible 
, involving little expense and promising great advan- 
es to the large number of children attending tho 
ls in Fitzroy, Carlton, and Melbourne. a 
Physical education is (or should be) the basis of all 
education. We cannot expect our girls and boys to 
develope strong, healthy minds in weak, sickly bodies, 
and the proposition of Mr. Techow deserves 
of and progressionists. In addition 


exercise involved by a knowledge of how to swim, 
more general ion of the art would save man; 

lives that are ann sacrificed through ignorance o 
mere rudiments of it. © 


“PIONEER'S” MEMORIAL FUND. 


Srxce our last issue, Mr. T. W. Stanford of this city has 
Promised to erect, at his own expense, a suitable 
memorial stone to Mr. B. 8. Nayler. Jt will therefore 
only be necessary to raise a sum sufficient to erect a 
stone to Mr. Tyerman, towards which about £5 is already 
promised. Sympathisers with the movement are re- 
goerie to send their subscriptions early to Mr. W. H. 
BRY, and the amounts will be duly acknowledged. 


A POSITIVE SPIRIT. 


Tae following interesting and instructive letter appears 
in Light, for February oth :— P 

Sır;—It is often said that the communications 
received from unseen intelligences always partake more 
or less of the mind of the medium, or at least tbat the 
information imparted is within the knowledge of the 
rsoné present. To show, however, that je by no means 
invariably the case I should like to give you the par- 
ticulars of a séance held some time ago at the.house of 
a Mr. Mansell, when the messages obtained were in no 
degree whatever within the knowledge of any of the 
sitters, but were afterwards satisfactorily verified. The 
medium on the occasion was Mrs. Everitt—a lady widely 
known and highly esteemed amongst Spiritualists for 
her self-sacrificing devotion to the eause—and the com- 

y included Mr. Everitt, myself and wife, Mr. 
g and two or three nal friends of his, all 
being well-known to each other. I ask your attention 
to the name of Mr. Mansell, because on that will hang 
some of the interest of my vo. 

We were sitting under the ful! blaze of a gas chande- 
lier when some loud raps came upon the table. Mr. 
Everitt endeavored to get the name of the Spirit spelt 
out, several times without success. I suggested tl 

the Spirit had not communicated before and did 
not know the usually adopted signals, and I requested 
that one rap should be given for “ No,” twofor “ Don't 
know," and three for “ Yes,” and that for other anewors 

a re should rap at the letter required while tbe 
hal 


the 
alphabet was hei ted. 
i then asked, & Haro yi communicated before !"— 
One loud rap indicated “ No.” f 
“ Will you endeavor to spell out your name while Mr. 
Everitt repeats the alphabet ?"—Three raps, “ Yes,” 
Mr. Everitt repeated the alphabet very gusty, and I 
illed down the following letters, “T-H-O-M-A-S- 


-A-N.S—' 
“Ob,” I said, “Thomas Mansell! This is a triond of 
ours, Mr. Mansell.” But Mr. Mansell said No, he 
no such person. Nor did any one else present. 

The experiment was tried again, with the same result— 
“7.H.O-M-A-3-M-A-N-8—" I repeated that I had got 
the same lettersas before, when a loudsingle rap indicated 
that I was wrong; aud so I asked the Spirit, letter by 
letter, how I was correct, I then found that 
“.H-O-M-A-S.M-A-N"” was right; and when the 


alphabet was I learnt that after the “N” 
fs was intended, and not “8S,” the letter immediately 
preceding. Tho name was then without further difficulty 


lt out—“ Thomas Manton.” Questions put to the 
Shands present satisfied me that no one in the circle sT 
an 


the slightest idea of who Thomas Manton was; 
next asked the Spirit to tell me how many years he had 
been in the other life. The answer came—S-[-X— 


“Oh,” I said, “ six yeare?”"—An emphatic “ No." 

¥ you mean six years and so many months? 
Tell us how many ?”"—Anewer, “ T-E— n 

“Oh, six years and ten months P"—" No. 

“Goon. SA hain oti 

“ Oh, sixteen years ?”—Again “No. 

“Well, go on H-U-N-D-R-E-D." 

“Then a La her me been in the other 
ife sixteen bı —" No.” 
ite Well, try again. Ie Sixteen hundred and seventy 


” 
en Do mean that you have been in the pasi life 
sixteen and seventy-seven years — | o," 
“ Do you mean that you entered the other life in the 


year 1677 ?”—“ Yes.” 


1984 


idly —“ Somersetehire.”” ; ~ 
“ when were you buried ?"—“ Stoke Newington. 

The sme oe 

‘onconform! ivine; 
Donne IL; was afterwards a from the Church 
and imprisoned; that he coul 1 
that if wo wanted further information we could learn 
something of arin Naua College, Oxford. He 

, however, that he D 
pre by a Nonconfomist friend whom he had met in 
the other life, Dr. Jabez Burns, who, while in earth-life, 
had attended some of Mrs. Everitt’s séances. 

On turning next day to a Clergy List in search of a 
parish of a name that might bear some resemblance to 
“ Laurencelydiard,” I found “ Lawrence * in 
Somersetshirc, This gave me some hope that I might 
find all the reat of the narrative to be correct, and as the 
readiest method of testing the messages, I requested the 


an I wanted a brief sketch of the 
life of Thomas Manton, a Nonconformist divine. The 
following is the report which Mr Newbould supplied to 
me next day, which, it will be seen, proves the 
accuracy of the communication in every particular. 
“Manton (Thomas), a learned Nonconformist minister, was 
born at Lawrence Lydiard, in Somersetshire, in 1620, and od- 
ucated at the Free School at Tiverton, and at Wadham College, 
and at Hart Hall, Ozford. He then studied divinity, and was ad- 
mitted to descon's orders by the celebrated Dr. Hall, Bishop of 
Exeter, and at Colyton, in Devonshire, he came to London, where 
he was admired for his pulpit eloquence, and about 1648 was pre- 
sented to the living of Stoke Newington by Colonel Popham, and 
here preached those lectures on the Epistles of St. James and Bt. 
Judo, which he afterwards published in 1661 and 1652, During 
his residence at Newington he often preached in London, and is 
said to bave preached the second sermon for the Bons of the Clergy, 
an institution then set on foot, chiefly through the influence of 
Dr. Hall, son of the bishop, who preached the first. He was also 
one of those who were called occasionally to preach before the 
Parliament, but being strongly opposed to the execution of the 
King, he gave great offence by a sermon in which he touched on 
that subject. In 1651 he shewed cqual contempt for the tyranny 
of the usurpers, by preaching a funeral sermon for Mr. Love, and 
in neither case allowed the fears of bis friends to prevent bim 
from doing his duty. In 1650 he was presented to the living of 
Covent Garden by the Earl, afterwards Duke, of Bedford, who had 
a bigh respect for bim. At this Charch he bad a numerous 
auditory. Archbishop Usher, who was one of his hearers, used to 
say be was one of the best preachers in England, and had the art 
of reducing the substance of whole volumes into a narrow compass, 
and representing it to great advantage. In 1653 he became 
chaplain to Cromwell. He was nominated also by Parliament one 
of à committee of divines to draw up a scheme of fundamental 
doctrines. In the same year be was appointed one of the com- 
mittoo for the trial and approbation of ministers. In 1660 he co. 
operated openly in the restoration of Charles IL, was one of the 
ministers appointed to wait upon bis Majesty at Breda, and was 
afterwards sworn one of his Majesty's chaplains, In the same 
year he was, by mandamus, created D.D. at Oxford. In 1661 be 
was one of the commissioners at the Savoy Conference, and con- 
tinned preaching until St, Bartholomew's Day in 1662, when he 
was gjected for Nonconformity. After this he preached occasionally 
either in private or public, as he found it convenient, particularly 
during the indulgence granted to the Nonconformiste from 1668 to 
1670, but was imprisoned for continuing the practice when it be. 
came illegal. His constitution, although be was a man of great 
ee eae rid and his complaints terminating in 
a e ober I8, 1677, 
argy, 8, 1677, in the ffy-serenth poret 


his age, and was in the 
"=H, J. Ross, New General jographical Dictionary, 


. vol. ix, pp. 464, 465 (1857). 
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Solar and Spiritual Light. Five 


Mediumship : 
Misopsuedes, 6d. 
The Church of Christ not an Eeclesiasticism; by H. 
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Here, sir, is a clear case of a correct and truthfuy 


communication, not one word of which was known to 
person in 

ivin 
pe ie a attempt to make him say something 
than he wished to say. 


the circle, and which the Spirit succeeded i 
the face of a somewhat persistent hough 


in 
Yours respectfully, 
February lst, 1881. 
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European Agency of Messrs. Corny anv Riau, Boston, 
U.8.A„ and W. H. Terry, Melbourne. — 
All English and Continental Works upon Spiritualism 
and kindred topics supplied. Subscriptions received for 
all the English Periodicals. Information afforded En- 
quirers, tters received and forwarded P.O.O., on 

Chief Office, London.—Trrms Cash. 

Hi 
Elizabeth 

(lato B. Purton & Oo.) at his Office, 106 


Street Melbourne forthe R by him st 
Fr Mel Proprietor, W. H. Terry, and pu 


U.nbrellas and 


